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of honour in the list, and Sir John Davies and other names of
note appear lower down.    But I can find nothing in Belvedere
from Surrey, nor from Sir John Davies; and even "that learned
and right royall king and Poet, James king of Scotland/* is,
apparently, unrepresented  in the  book, although he receives
special mention.    And, besides, the collected quotations from
Sidney, the Countess of Pembroke, and such noted writers as
Nashe, Thomas Watson, Ben Jonson, George Gascoigne, Roy don,
and Constable, who are all named, do not total up as many
passages between them as can be found m Edward III, which
some critics think is the work of a writer who should not be
mentioned in the same breath with some of the names that I
have noticed.   Hence, I think I am justified in saying that the list
is not what it purports to be, that it is inaccurate and misleading.
Nevertheless, Bodenham wrote in good faith, and stated what
he believed to be true.    The discrepancy in his statement is
easily explained.    The notes are all of Bodenham's gathering,
the result of his "laborious care"5 and he handed them over
to a poetaster who signs  himself "A.  M.," believed to be
Anthony Munday, with permission to "A. M." to use them
according to the plan which is sketched out in the Address and the
Conclusion, and followed almost throughout the book.    No
quotation was to exceed one or two lines at most, nor was it to
be included in the collection if it contained more than "ten
syllables*' to the verse.
Originally, then, Bodenham's quotations, we may conclude,
were accurate citations, with the authors' names appended to
them. Having a free hand to deal with them, "A. M."
omitted authors' names, deleted all quotations that were likely
to cause him trouble, and cut and hacked about the remainder
to suit his plan according to his own wretched bad taste. Con-
sequently, very few passages in Belvedere will be found to
agree with their originals, and some authors, as I have said,
who are named as contributors by Bodenham are either